                      Fact Sheet – Environmentally Preferable Purchases
 
Retread Tires
Version 1.0, Green Team Approval Date: _19 April 2011   Implemented:  ______


City of Spokane Environmentally Preferable Purchases (EPP) Policy # 0040-10-07 requires all City of Spokane Departments to:
6.3.1	Evaluate each EPP designated by the Purchasing Division to determine the extent to which the product may be practicably used by the department and its contractors.
6.3.2 Purchase recycled products with the maximum amount of recycled material practicable.
6.3.3 Ensure that contracts issued by the department require EPP whenever practicable.
6.3.4 Ensure that contracts issued by the department for recycled products require the maximum practicable amount of recycled material and that contractors provide certification of this content and report amounts used.

 (
Tips:
Ask the following 
questions when selecting a vendor:
Does the vendor accept 
used tires
 and provide a credit?
Where 
are the retread tires
 remanufactured, i.e. transportation impacts?
Does 
the vendor
 
guarantee
 that the 
retread tires
 will perform as well as or better than the 
Original Equipment Manufacturer (
OEM
)
 
tires
?
What
 is the vendor’s warranty?
)Ordering:
Purchasing sources below have met purchasing guidelines; no need for quotes.  
1. WA State Contract   
(contact Purchasing 625-6403)
Other vendors may be used (see Resources/References #3 on back).


Benefits (+) and Considerations (-)
· Using retread tires:
· Saves money – 30 to 50% less than new tires.
· Keeps tires out of landfill, incinerators or tire piles.
· Less energy and resource are used to retread tires.
· Each year, retread tires save more than 400 million gallons of oil in North America.
· Many tires can be repeatedly retreaded, avoiding the disposal costs of the tires.
· Is not always appropriate, for example cannot be used on the front steering wheels of          passenger buses
· Purchasing from local companies:
·  Can reduce costs and emissions related to long-distance shipping.



Background:
· Every time a truck tire is retreaded, approximately 15 gallons of oil is saved. Multiplied by the millions of tires retreaded every year, retreading is responsible for saving hundreds of millions of gallons of oil worldwide every year. This is because tires contain synthetic rubber, which is petroleum based.
· Every time a tire is retreaded, one less tire has to be disposed of as waste. In 2008, over 69 percent of the reported waste tires were recycled or reused. This is an improvement over 2007 when 54 percent of waste tires were reported recycled or reused. 
· Statistics compiled by USDOT show that nearly all tires involved in tire-related accidents are under-inflated or bald.
· The City has been using retread tires for at least 20 years. 

Standards:
Specifications on contracts should require that retread tires 
· Are equal to or exceed the original equipment manufacturer (OEM) standards for quality and performance standards.  
· Brands should appear on the Federal General Services Administration’s Quality Product List or on the Cooperative Approved Tire List (CATL).
· EPA recommends that procuring agencies specify that retread tires must meet the requirements of Federal Specification ZZ-T-381 (ASTM Standard F1922), "Tires, Pneumatic, Vehicular (Highway) (New and Retreaded).
· Consider restricting acceptable bids to those using retread manufacturers who have a Certified Quality Assurance Inspection Facility Program (QAIFP), belonging to the International Tire and Rubber Association (ITRA), and the Tire Association of North America (TANA).

Contacts:
Purchasing Division:  Thea Bremer, Buyer II, 625-6403
Environmental Programs: Deborah Bisenius, Environmental Analyst, 625-6961

Resources/References:
1. Washington Dept of Ecology publication 09-07-037: Fuel Efficient Tires, EPP Fact Sheet September 2009; Beyond Waste - How to: Environmentally Preferable Purchasing
2. City of Spokane Environmentally Preferred Purchases Policy Admin 0040-10-07; 11/7/2010;  City of Spokane - Policies and Procedures
3. City of Spokane Purchases of Goods and Services under the Public Bid Dollar Thresholds Policy Admin 0040-10-03 Revision Effective Date February 6, 2010; City of Spokane - Policies and Procedures
4. Responsible Purchasing Network PowerPoint Presentation: Retread Tires http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/UserFiles/File/Tires/Webcast/Brodsky.pdf
5. Tire Retread & Repair Information Bureau:  http://www.retread.org/ 
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6. Washington State Waste Tires website:
	http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/tires/	
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. Washington State EPP Manual: http://www.ga.wa.gov/PCA/SL/ManualsGuidelines/Manuals/EPP-Manual.pdf#Page=34 
8. ASTM Standard F1922; developed by Subcommittee: F09.20, Book of Standards Volume: 09.02:  http://www.astm.org/Standards/F1922.htm 
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